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SERMON 


PREACHED 


On Fanuary the 19th. 17057 


Being the Day appointed for 


F alting and P2ayer, 


By means of the 


Dreadful Storm of W I N D, 
Which was on the 26 and 27 of November laſt. 


[By D. Pead, Miniſter of St. Janes Clerkenwell, 


and Chaplain to His Grace, 70 HN Duke 
of Newcaſtle. 
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To his Grace, 


10 HN. 
Duke of Newcaſtle, Marquis and 
Earl of Clare, Baron Haughton of 
Haughton, Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Nottingham, and Town 
and County of the Town of Not- 
tingham , Lord Warden of the 
Forreſt of Sherwood, Lord L icu- 
tenant of the Eaſt Riding of the 
County of Jr, Governour of 
the Town and Fort of King fon 
upon Hull, and Knight of the 
maoſt Noble Order of the Garter. 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, YE 85 
\ Y 7 # wonderful to conceive with what Art and 
| j Dexterity the Enemy of al Goodneſs ma- 
nages his Deſigns, that ſuch multitudes ave 
talen Captive by him at his Will," notwith/tand.- 
ing his Work is contradlictory to Reaſon, and his 
Mages abhorr d by Nature. This 


The Fpiltle Dedicaory. 


—— 
* 


—— 


This cannot be wholly affignd to our Natural 
TJenorance, in regard the ſame Perſons, who when 
doing good are found defective in Inomledge, 
when wickedly employed ſhew themſelves wiſe 


even to admiration ; for if we obſerve ſuch. as are 


ſolely influenced by the Light of. Nature, we 
Jhall ſoon diſcern they are maſters of great Fa- 
gacity, that they deliberate before they reſolve, 
that they are critical to the Time, and very cu- 
rious in approving their Inſtruments; ; You ſel- 
dom ſee ſuch crowding their Hands among Bri- 
ars in expectation of Grapes, or miſtaking the 


Thiſtle for a Fig-tree : But in my Opinion this may 


better be attributed to our. Infidelity, the fertile 
Mother of all kinds of Wickedneſs, which I col- 
left from the words of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
when ſpeaking of the latter Days, was pleaſed to 
ſay, Luke 18. 8. Shall the Son of Man find 
Faith on the Earth ? by which expreſſion we 
may at once perceive the greatneſs of Impiety 
which ſhould be in that Age, and the occaſion 
thereof, their want of Faith. 
Mie of theſe Nations have long lived at that 
rate, as if our inward Thoughts were, there was 
10. God,..or what was delivered to us for his 
Will were not. ſo; for' though we hade enj:yed a 
multitude of Mercies, and ſkhoals of Bleſſings, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


yet who believes that he receives them from God's 
Goodneſs, or that they oblige the Receivers 10 
Thankfulneſs and Obedience. 

And when a Torrent of Judgment, like a 
mighty Stream runs through the Land, ſhaking 
and ſhattering, if not bearing down, all before 
it. Let Men be told it is for the overflowing of 
Ungodlineſs found among them, that Sin is the 
Occaſion, Repentance and Reformation the only 
Preſervativ's, where is he that believes ſuch 
Report? yet as Faithleſs as the Age is, God's 

Watchmen muſt (if they have Zeal for God, Jen. 
derneſs to the People for whom they are appointed, 
or concern for their own Souls) lift up their Voice 
and give warning: In thus doing I have lately 
been employed, not that I delight to accuſe my 
) | Nation, or count I can excuſe my ſelf, but hoping 
1 that among thoſe of my Reverend Brethren, the 
e | Gracious God will vouchſafe to accept and bleſs 
J 
7 


my weak, Endeavours, that ſo we may be inſtru- 
mental to awaken the World, and turn ſo many 
of the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, that 
jt the Lord may be entreated for the Land, and turn 
from his fierce Wrath that we periſh not. 
bs My Lord, 
I accept, with all Thankfulneſs and Rede- 
rence, the Favour of letting the World underſtand 
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2 ny y Labeurs appear publick under Your Grace's 
Approbation; May that gracious God who hath 
opened his Hand wide and diſpenſed liberally to 
You of the Fatneſs of the Earth, open and fill 
Tour Heart with the Heavenly Dew of his Grace, 
that You may hereafter be as Eminent in His, as 


Lon at preſent are, in This Kingdom ; 
Is, and ſhall be the Prayer of, 
Your Graces Chaplain and Orator 


at the Throne of Grace, 
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FAST-SER MON 


PREACHED 


on M the 1 oth. 1707 


ISAIAH XXVT. 9. nner 


For when thy Judgments are in the Earth, 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn 


Rrghteouſneſs. 


7 |. F | HE Miſery and Puniſhment which en- 
> ſued upon Adam's Tranſgreſſion are 
* moſt deplorably viſible in that wretched 
| | Blindneſs which hath invaded the Underſtand- 
ing, and that Perverſeneſs which hath ever ſince 

governed the Will of his Off ſpring; for not- 

Wichſtanding no Age of the World hath been 

left without Witneſs, that the Righteous Lord 
loveth Rightcouſnels, and hateth Whatever is E- 
A vil: To this day many call Evil Good and Good 


4 Evil, and divets Hake no Conſcience what they 
4 B do, 


— 


A Faſt-Sermon preached 


do, as if there neither now were, nor ever was 


like to be any difference between them who ſerve 
God or ſuch as ſerve him not. 

And though Faſting, Humiliation, and Reforma- 
tion are the only means to Atone an Incenſed Dei- 
ty, and preſerve a ſinful People, yet with what 
difficulty are we brought ro a Complyance : 
Some will not uſe this Remedy, pleading an ill 
Report that hath formerly been brought upon 
theſe Duties, when they were made Prefaces to 
moſt outragious Acts of Wickednels, 

Mark well the Obſtinacy of them that thus 
argue; in ſhort, they have no good liking to theſe 
things, and ſcreen their diſlike by the umbrage 
of a Report or hear-ſay, (which if actually true) 
were not ſufficient ſeeing the Abuſe doth not dil. 
anul the uſe of any thing originally good; but 
on the contrary, the doleful Experiences of the 
Shame and Miſery that in theſe Days, and the 
Times preceding have befel the Kingdoms and 
Nations that have indulged thoſe Nurſeries of 


Vanity, Sloath, Vice and Irreligion, the Play. 
Houſes, all cannot diſſuade them from frequent. 


ing them, 


But bleſſed be God who hath raiſed up in our | 
Iſrael, a Mother of that Piety to God, and Com- 


J 
1 
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paſſion to her Children, as in her Godly Wiſ- 


dom, i 


on January the 19th. 1707. 


dom, to call them to Faſting and Weeping at 
this time; God make us all obedient Children, 
that if not too late, God may turn from his 
fierce wrath that we periſh not. : 
This is the Work we are called unto, and I 
hope I have choſen words proper to promote it : 
Caſt your Eyes once more upon the Text and 
the Verſe following, and you will find a lively 
Repreſentation of our own Caſe; in the 10th 
you may read how fooliſhly and perverſely hi- 
therto we have done, and in the gth Verſe we 
may be inſtructed what we ſhould now do. 
The Prophet declares, Verſe 10. That the 
Cuſtom of the Wicked is to abuſe the Mercy 
and Long-ſuffering, the Patience and Goodneſs 
of God, and preſuming thereon to wax worle 
and worſe; and let our own Conſciences ſpeak, 
and they will own the ſame hath been our pra- 
Rice ; ſo that this Scripture is actually fulfilled 


in us, Let Favour be ſhown to the Wicked, yet will 


he not learn Righteouſneſs: As long as the Sun- 
ſhine of Mercy continues he will never bend his 
Mind to live righteouſſy: In the Land of Upright- 
neſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the Ma- 
jefty of the Lord ; that is, though wicked men 
may live where the true Religion is proſeſs d, and 


: where good Laws are enacted for prelerving 


B 2 both 
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both Religion and Morality, both the things of 
God, and the things of Men, yet are they fo un- 
mindful of God's Goodnels in planting them in 
ſuch a Land, that they will notwithſtanding deal 
unjuſtly, unrighteouſly with God and Men, 
In the gth Verſ. the clole thereof, the Prophet 
ſhows, That upon a change of Providence, 
when God ſhall remove, or with-hold his Fa- 
vours, and ſend out the tokens of his heavy 
Wrath and Dilpleaſure, then thoſe Wretches will 
better bethink themſelves, learn Righteouſneſs, 
and change their ways of living; God grant we 
may {d 80,2: 513% (45561259 wii aL 
A Spirit of Slumber and Inconſideration, of 
Negligence and Contempt, hath of late, both 
taken hold on, and ſtypified our Minds; for 
though the Mercy of God hath aboundeditowards 
us in'a' ſuperlative manner, ſo that both Peace 
and Plenty, have in this Land for a long time 
kiſſed each other; we have had ſtupendious De- 
liverances, and all manner of Bleſſings, yet how 
little Impreſſion hath this ſingular and di- 
ſtinguſhing Love of God made either upon our 
Hearts or Lives? we have not hereby been per- 
ſuaded to learn and practice Ri ohreouſnels, we 
have not all of us been true to God, Faithful to his 
Vicegerents, or cordial one to another; neither 


the 


" 


= 
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the 
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the Goode. the Religion, the Privileges, or . 
tereſt of the Land have prevailed with us tolove 
Righteouſneſs, and do what we were obliged to do: 
Wherefore finding the firſt method ineffectual, 
God has now been pleaſed to try us by the other, 
and ſee if by his Judgments, we will yet be brought 
to love and follow Righteouſneſs. | 
And accordingly I have choſen to in ſiſt upon 
theſe words, When thy Judements are in the Earth, 
the Tkabitnts of the World will learn Righteouſneſs ; 
beleiving they may promote that great and ne- 
ceſſary work which not onely, che Queen's Pro- 


clamation, bur gur Safety and 'Intereſt obliges us 


to; We Kavi Before 18 this 06d Leſſon, God di. 
rect ust to learn it as we ought: * 4 


i 'd 


Ditz In 15 Time of God's Are bothile 


mote proper than Man's Reformation; Heavens 


Correction ſhould be the Earths inſtrüictie . : When 


the Creator and Governour'of the- World ſends 


his Judgments abroad; Men 6vght to have ckelt 


Conſideration and Judgment about nem. Rh 


l 


5 


1 Döctring cots: ihre F Parts.“ 

9 Hete is a Hut y⸗ enjoyn'd, and that is com. 

(orticaded in che Word Learn: To learn is to 

make inquiry after, to ſtudy, and that which is 
the 
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| the End of Knowledge when attain' d, to practice 


and be guided by our Knowledge. 

2. Ihe Leſſon to be learned, and that is Righ- 
teouſneſs; the Latins read it Juſtitiam, the 
Greeks Pu, it is a word of great comprehen- 
ſion in either Language, the Greeks extend its ſig- 
nification ſo far as that Ariſto. Lib. 5. Eth. c. 1. lays, 
ex 871 Ale G5 TVs AE LAN CAN cg I it is not only 4 
part but the compendium of all Vertues. 

In the Scripture we meet ſometimes Righteouſ 
nels in conjunction with Holineſs, and ſometimes 
with Holineſs and Sobriety, in ſuch places, 
Righteouſneſs is comprehended within the bounds 
of our worldly affairs and dealings with Men, 
giving to every one their due according to the 
beſt of our Judgment, but where we find this 
World ſingly (and applyed to men) it is not im- 
proper thereby to underſtand our Duty to God, 
Man and our Selves, and ſo He is Righteous or 


juſt, who renders to every one of theſe, what of 


right belongs to them; To God, Piety, Obedience 
and Faith; To man, Equity and Charity; to our 
ſelves, due Care and Circumſpection. i 


c 
3. The Seaſon accommodated for this Duty, | 
when thy Judgments are in the Earth; there being F 
a time for all things, every thing muſt be beſt in t 
its proper Seaſon; a Day of Wrath calls for Hu- 
miliation 


od, 


or nels, that no- ſooner the fire was out but they 
of turn'd from their Leſſon. 


nce 


——_— — 
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miliation and Reformation; high time to ſet our 


Houſes in Order, when the Houles of our Habita- 
tions are falling about our Ears. 


1. We begin with the Time, the Occaſion, or 
the Seaſon ſor Learning, and that, ſaith the Text, 
is when Gods Judgments are in the Earth; and 
thoſe we may ſay have been for a long time in our 
Land, for many Years, and in divers ways : For- 
merly God gave Commiſſion to the Deſtroying 
Angel, to execute his Juſt Judgments upon this part 
of the Earth in bringing a grievous Plague among 
us; and yet our Inhabitants learned not Righte- 


ouſneſs as they ought to have learned, 
After that he ſuffered the Angels of Darkneſs 


by the Hands of their Agents to lay our Metropo- 


lis in Aſhes, with an outragious fire, and yet the 
Inhabitants had ſo little care to learn Righteouſ- 


The great and wiſe God beholding our Folly. 


our and Perverſeneſs, in not complying with two luch. 


dreadful Judgments, and not willing yet, that 


uty, his whole Diſpleaſure ſhould ariſe againſt us, was: 
eing pleas d to wait longer and try us farther, and to 
ſt in this end he put the Sword of his Wrath into the 
Hu- Hands of Man; and we have been harraſs'd, 


tion 


frighted, 


* 
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frighted, impoveriſh' d and wearied to the Heart 


wich a tedious, bloody, barbarous, expenſive, ha- 
zardous War, whereby Millions of Coyn have 
been expended, Rivers of Blood have been waſt- 
ed, many Widows and Orphans have been heard 
complaining in our Streets, and the blackeſt Trea- 
ſons, and the moſt Barbarous Outrages have been 
tranſacted; and yet though we dwell in a Land 
of Righteouſneſs, i. e. where the Goſpel, the great 
Rule of Righteouſneſs is proſeſs d, we have be- 
hav'd our ſelves Unrighteoully. to God and Man: 
And let me be your Remembrancer a little farther; 
during this War we have had ſtrange Revoluti- 
ons, inſomuch that they who hated us, were ſome- 
time Lords over us: And ſince the time that God 
was ſo good to releaſe us from the Trembling, 
and Aſtoniſhment which accompany'd that Do- 


minion, the very Foundations of the Earth have 


ſhaken under our feet (yet our hearts have not 
been ſmitten or moved) but ſtill we have been 
immoveable from our Unrighteous ways and do- 
ings. 07 3 
After all; lately, it has pleated God, who for our 
ſins hath, during this War, blown upon our Coun. 


els, and ſo made our Conduct and Strength, our 
Policy and Power ineffectnal, at laſt to blow up- 
on our Land in great Anger and Fury, and to: 


ler Y 


— ——— 


on January the 1970. 1701. 


let looſe a mighty Tempeſt upon us; but may 
ſome ſay, what mean you by that harſh Word 
Judgment?; the Feet of Miniſters are Beautiful ſo 
long as their Meſſage is ſoft; while they preach 
Peace and Liberty, and ſew Pillows under their 
hearers Arms, but if they ſhall lift up ſo rough a 
Voice as to ſpeak of Sin, and Judgment for thoſe 
Sins, then let them look to it, tor it is much if 
t the Congregation prepare not themſelves for Bat- 
- tle, and the Miniſter (for telling the Truth) be- 
come the greateſt Enemy; but at this Juncture 
of Time being guarded by a double Commiſſion, 
one from God the other from the Queen, I ſhall 
>- fear no face'lo far, as to call the late roaring Hurri- 
d cane other than a Juſt Judgment upon this Land. 
7, But methinks I hear ſome queſtioning, others 
o- denying this to be a Judgment, and of this Num. 
/e ber, are the Carelels and Unconcern'd ; which 
ot Tribe is very Large. 
n Many will not allow themlelves Liberty to 
o- conſider, the Ways and Works of God, as David 
Apeaks, P/al. 10.5, theſe are far above out of 
ur Kheir ſight; they regard not What God is doing 
in. in the VVorld, or after what manner his Pro- 
ur vidence ſhews its ſelf, whether in Acts of Grace 
1p- and Favour, proſpering and preſerving Kingdoms 
to and Nations, or whether in Works of Wrath and 
let | C: Anger 3 


1 | 
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Anger ; Viſiting upon States and Kingdoms their 


Iniquities and Unrighteouſneſs, by witheholding 
the Warmth of the Sun, or keeping ſtopt the 
Bottles of Heaven by creating them Enemies, and 
yet denying them Victory in Battle, ; by blow 
ing upon their Counſels, diſappointing theit 
Deſigns, or by overturning their Habitations, and 
ſinking their ſtrongeſt VValls, theſe things they 
mind no farther, than to wonder at, or talk of, 
as of ſome new Thing, and that's the Reaſon they 
believe it not a judgment. 

Others will not admit this Extraordinary and 
Dreadful Hurricane to be a Judgment, but havin 


heard of ſome ſuch like thing in the Days of Old, 


they attribute it to Chance, or Accident, they 
call it a thing which commonly falls out in the 
Revolutions of an Age; as if a Judgment were 
therefore no Judgment, becauſe we had heard o 
the like VVay of Gods proceeding formerly, ſuch 
Perſons moſt unhappily lay a ſtumbling Block ir 
the VVay of their own Repenting ; and by fall; 
Notions, ſo blur the Book of Providence, tha 
till they are removed, they cannot poſſibly learr | 
Righteouſneſs. - VV hen the Sufferers are Induſtri 
ous and VVitty in interpreting Judgments by Ac 

cidents, and inſtead of beholding the Hand o 
God, admire the Power of Second Cauſes, u 
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have juſt cauſe to fear God hath ſmitten them but 


in vain. 

Nothing is done but by God's Order or Per 
miſſion; Storms and Tempeſts come by his di. 
rection, the Fire burns not, the V Vaters flow not, 
the Snow and Hail fall not, and the VVinds blow 
not, but as they receive Commiſſion from Him, 
P/al. 148. 8. they fulfiil his V Vord, Act by the 
Law heis pleaſed to preſcribe them. Hearken we to 
the Prophet, Amos 3.5. can a Bird fall in a Snare upon 
the Earth where no Gin is? who ſo weak as to conceive 
that Snares fall upon the Earth by chance, or that 
they grow out of it; we know they are ſet and 
placed by the Art of the Fowler, and when the 
Wickedneſs of our Souls overtakes us in ſome Ca- 
lamity and Diſaſter it cannot be by Chance but 
by a Juſt Providence. Evil and Trouble Spring not, 
ſays Job (a Perſon well acquainted with them) 
out of the Duſt, Job 5.6. Nor are they the effects of 
any Creature's Malice, Wit or Strength, they 
muſt then come from Heaven, by God's order 
and appointment. p 
There are a third Sort, that are not for allow- 
ing this aſtoniſhing Tempeſt to be aſudgment, and 
ſe are the Reſolute and Hardned Sinners of the 
imes, theſe have no other Notion of Judgment, 
than that ic brings forth utter Deſolation, and there 
. C 2 doe 
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fore when God, in the midſt of Judgment remembers 
Mercy, this Goodneſs which {hould lead them to 


_ Repentance, being not rightly underſtood, be- 


comes an Occaſion of Hardening their Hearts: Sa- 
tan is ſcarcely fo buſy in any thing as in diſturb- 
ing Mens underſtanding the Works of God, the 
Reaſon is hereby, ſometimes God is Robb'd of the 
Glory due to his Mercy or Juſtice by thoſe 
Works, and ignorant and deluded Perſons re- 
ceive not the Benefit thereby offered them; they 
being neither lead to Thankfulneſs nor Repen- 
tance; thus was it with Pharaoh to open the Eyes 
of that Idolatrous King, Moſes and Aaron were dil- 
patch'd by God, 1/t. to tell him Words whereby 
he and his People might be Saved, and, 2dly, to 
do ſuch Miracles before him, as might prove them 
ſent from God. Accordingly they firſt acquaint- 
ed him that there was a Supream Being to whom 
all Earthly Potentates were accountable, and that 
they came from him; who was not only the God 
of the Hebrews, but the Fountan of all Being: 
then they proceeded to work Miracles, Aaron's 
Rod was turned into a Living Serpent; after- 
wards by Stretching the ſame Rod over the V Va- 
ters of Egypt, Frogs in great abundance came 


forth and o'reſpread the Land: and now oblerve, 


leaſt the gracious Word ſpoken, and the aſtoniſh- 
: ing 


— 
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ing Works done might open Pharaoh's Eyes, and 
turn him from Darkneſs to Light, from the power of da. 
tan unto God: Satan ſets and aſſiſts his Servants to 
imitate what God had done by the Hind of Mo- 
ſes and Aaron; and by his help and skill ſome— 
thing was done, inſomuch as the deceived King 
believed no more Divine Power in what God's 
Servants had done than in the performance of his 
own Magicians ; and the conſequence was, Pha. 
ravh and his People were hardned in their impi- 
ous Idolatry, as you may read Exod. 7. 11, 12. 
Exod. 8. 7, 8. Now this Tragedy acted lo long 
agoe, the wicked one hath by his Servants the 
Players (though they falſely: call themſelves Her: 
Majeſty's) revived, for leaſt the late amazing 


Tempeſt might awaken ſome Sinners, and put 


them upon turning to God, he ſet his Ser- 
vants very ſoon after to act the Tempeſt, chat 
the Spectators might be no farther affected with 
the one than the other, but after they had been 
pleaſed wich the one they might be the leſs terri: 


ty d with the other. | 


Ic is hard when theſe things {hall be ſpoken ob - 


a Land of Righteouſnefs, of a People a. 


mong whom the Goſpel hath ſo: long been 
preach' d; but it is harder, that the Accuſation is 
0 true, it is certainly (to ſpeak the mildeſt) ve» 
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ry provoking ſtill to reſort to the Houles of Sa. 
tan, when the great and angry God has not only 
bent his Bow, but is diſcharging his Arrows at 
us : If this be not a making a mock at his An- 
ger, ſporting with his Judgment, deriding his 
Storms, and playing with his Thutiderbolts, I 
know: not what is: The Earth trembles, the 
Heavens put on Mourning, and the Rocks rend 
when the Lord chides, and diſcovers his Dil- 
pleaſure, but vile man, wretched man; like the wild 
Aſſes in the Wilderneſs, Jer. 14. 6. ſnuffeth up tbe 
Wind of God's Fury, and becomes no wiſer. 
- Firſt a word or two of Wind it ſelf, before I 
undertake to prove out late extraordinary Wind 
a Judgment. | 
The Latin word Ventus, ſignifying Wind, is 
derived from Venio to come, becauſe it cometh 
wich ſuch ſtrength as to Humane Power is un- 
controulable; Philoſophers define the Wind to 
be an hot and dry Exhalation drawn out of the 
Earth, Water, or Snow, by the Sun, or ſome 
other of the Heavenly Bodies; and though at 
firſt it be but a ſmall Vapour, yet by gyration, 
whirling and wheeling about, it gathers ſtrength 
and aſpires, however being ſo thin that it cannot 
preſently be condens d into a Cloud, being 
once drawn. up into the middle Region of the 
| Air, 
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Air, which is cold, it is repell'd and thrown 
back, and being ſo light that it cannot deſcend, 
and yet ſo ſtrongly reſiſted that it cannot aſcend, 
ic takes its courſe between Heaven and Earth, 
and fo glides ſlantingly or obliquely through the 
Air with great force and violence. 

No ſeeing the Men of our days, are fo bu. 
ry'd in Buſineſs, or elſe drown'd in Pleaſure, that 
the mighty Works, the aſtoniſhing Works of 


God are {ſeldom regarded, leſs underſtood, or 


laid to heart: I will ſhow you what a judg- 
ment is, and next prove to you, that the late 


dreadful Storm was nothing ſhort of a Judgment. 


By the Jadgmetits of God we ate to under- 
ſtand the Adminiſtrations of Wrath and Anger, 
which God is pleaſed to deal forth to ſinful and 
impenitent Perſons, and that whether in particu- 


lar or general, theſe are tightly termed Judg- 
ments; for if faithfully inſpe&ed they will be 


found: to proceed upon 1 gteateſt Reaſon and 
Equity; fo that the Manifeſtations of God's An- 


ger and Diſpleaſure in any manner, is the Doom 
and Sentence of God againſt thoſe Perſons and 


Places to whom they are ſent; and accordingly 


the Apoſtles words, Rom. 1. 18. are properly 
applicable; 


7, whereby God is pleaſed to puniſh any; they are 


to Sword or Famine, to Fire or Tem- 


the 


be 
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the late Storm a Iud gement. 


= ths. 


the Wrath of God revealed from Heaven againſt the 
ungodlineſs and unrighteonſneſs of men. Now ac- 
cording to this Rule 1 make no doubt to make 

1/t. Conſider the ſuddenneſs of this Rae 
and you will perceive great Anger in it : The 
Winds are naturally ſwift, and to this end Da. 
vid, Pſal. 18. 10. aſcribes Wings to them; up- 
on this account, their ſw ift coming ſhould he no 


proof of a Judgment in the caſe, yer if you rea 


that Verſe you will find that Gog rides upon, i. e. 
commands and governs thole Wings; lo then 
when they are permitted to come haſtily, it 
muſt be admitted for a Judgment, On the 2 fth. 
and 26th. of the preceding Month our City, was 
the Envy of our Enemies, our Navy their Fear, 
but ours and our Friends Comfort; yet before 
the 27th. was finiſh'd, how miſerably was the 
one defaced, ſhaken, and thrown down, and 
how amentably was the other broken and ſunk, 
and: hundreds of poor Sailers buried in the Salts? 
was not this the Lord's doing 2 yea furely, and 
as it is marvellous, ſo ought it to be humbling 
and inſtructing in our Eyes and Hearts, 
Now I am ſpeaking of the ſuddenneſs of this 
great Storm, the beſt acquainted with the Face 
of the Heavens being not able to foreſee any ſuch 


thing 
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thing, 1 muſt ſpeak a little farther as to the 
Time. 

This Judgment ſurprizd us after the fame 
manner as we are taught the great judgment 
will ſurprize many, 1 Thefſ. 5. 2. The day of the 
Lord cometh as a Thief in the Night ; in like man- 
ner this Tempeſt came upon this City in the 
Night, and thereby God declared how worthy 
we were of a ſudden Deſtruction, and how juſt 
it was that ſeeing we ſpent our Days in Sin and 
Security, his Wrath ſhould come upon us when 
we leaſt thought thereon, the Wages due to the 
V Vorks of Darkneſs are fitly paid in the dark. 

2dly, Recolle& the noiſe, terror and loudnels 
of the Storm, and you may thence collect it was 
no leſs than a Judgment; it murmured in your 
Houſes like Cannon, but roared abroad like 
Thunder; God ſpake to us from on high, his 
Voice was heard in the bluſtring of the Wind 
like Thunder; he that ſpake to his Servant Eli 
jah in a ſtill ſmall Voice, ſpake lately to us Rebels 
according to what David hath ſaid, P/al. 18. 13. 
in Wind like Thunder, accompanied with Hailſtones 
and Coals of Fire: If you read the 10, 1 1, 12, and 
13th of that P/alm you will find a moſt lively 
Deſcription of the late Tempeſt, and allo, that 
it was a Manifeſtation of God's heavy diſpleaſure 


againſt us. D 3dly. It 
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3dly. It we remember the generality and 
greatneſs of the Storm, we muſt acknowledge it 
a Judgment: That God was highly diſpleaſed 
with Horab, Dathan and Abiram, Moſes told the 
People they might gather from this, v/z, God 
would not ſuffer thoſe Rebels to die the common 
death of other men, nor would he viſit them 
after the Viſitation of other men, Numb. 16. 29, 
whence we may obſerve, That extraordinary 
and unuſual Puniſhments are evidences of extra- 
ordinary. Anger; the Inhabitants of Melita eſpy- 
ing that upon Paul's Hand ( who was newly e- 
ſcaped perithing in the Sea) a Viper had faſten'd, 
Acts 28. 4. they with one conſent proclaim d 
him a Murtherer purſued by Divine Vengeance; 
now the way this Storm took was not a com- 
mon uſual Road, but it rag' d, and made a terri- 
ble Devaſtation through our Land, ſo great, ſo 
terrible a Storm having never been heard of in 


our Land before, we may well believe Divine 
Vengeance was riding upon the Wings of the 
Wind in purſuit of ſome greater Rebels than or- 


dinary. 


A1 bl. Look a little upon the Strength and 
Violence of that Angry Wind, and ſay wherein 
it came ſhort of a Judgment: The Wind blew 
with that Fury and Rage that no man could 
8 15 think 
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think other than that it was commiſſioned from 
God to execute Jernſalem's Doom upon our City 
and Nation, which was, not to leave one Stone 
upon another. 

5thly. Conſider the diſmal Effects of this out- 
ragious Storm: What Ears heard it and tingled 
not? what Hearts were not in pain and dread? 
ſurely all laboured under a double fear ; a bodily 
fear, not knowing what miſchief might accrew to 
their Bodies, and their Lives, to their Houſes, and 
their Friends ; a Soul-fear alſo, for while our a- 
wakened Conſciences reminded us of our Guilt 
and Deſervings, what could we conjecture but 
that this was only the beginning of Sorrow; a 
Guſt ſent to drive and drown us in the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone Ac- 
cording to its Name ſo was its Working, it 
came among us with great force, ſo great as was 
irreſiſtable by any Humane Skill and Power; 
it wrap d both Heaven and Earth in the fame 


ark Mantle, it not only roared hideouſly and 


frightfully, but it bore all before it, it blew 
don Houſes and Churches, and overturned 
Stacks of Corn, it lifced the VVaves of the Seas 
to the Clouds, and played with things Ponde- 
rous as with Feathers ; it tore up mighty Trees 
of a long ſtanding, and it ſunk great Ships; 
3 2 299 . u hat 
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what ſtrong, well-buile, well-furniſh'd Ships 
did this VVind bulge and break in pieces? what 
number of Skilful, Loyal, and Valiant Seamen 
did this Storm ſend to the bottom? A few Years, 
tis true, with Induſtry and Coſt may repair our 
Shipping, but to recover the Men is a V Vork of 
many Years; this Burden of the Lord's V Vrath 
isa heavy Burden upon our Land, but though all 
this be come upon us, yet God is juſt. 
Farather, that at this time, when we have 
to deal with an Enemy ſo Potent, ſo Vigilant, 


ſo Subtle, ſo Indefatigable, our beſt VValls of | 


Defence ſhould be blown down, is ſufficient to 
ſpeak it a Judgment, yet is it no more than we 
delerve: VVe may now expect to hear God 
lay, Abeamus hinc, let us go hence, ſeeing in his 
Fury he hath thrown down our VValls : For 
this is our Cuſtom when reſolved to leave our 
Habitation, we are but little concerned how 
the Fences run to ruin, Our returning to him 
by true Humiliation , unſeigned Repentance, 
and learning Righteouſneſs is the only way to 
prevail with him to return to and abide with us: 
God grant us Grace to take it. 

6. Wholo is not yet perſuaded , that the late 


Terrible Hurricane was a judgment, let him con- 
ſider the Manners and Behaviour of the Land, 
and he will ſoon Subſcribe to it. The 
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The Sins of the Nation are great, monltroully. 


great, not to be paralelled with any of older times. 
I know no Order or Degree of Perſons that can 
juſtly be excuſed from having an Hand in pulling 
down this dreadtul Judgment, the eccho of our 
crying Sins, 

[ will begin with our Impiety and Irreligion. 
As of old Rome was to be fought in Rome, ſo 
we may look for Chriſtianity among Proteſtants: 
Ic is true, according to our Laws, God is own'd 
and acknowledg'd by us, the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, the Myſteries and the Duties of Chriſtianity 


are taught among us; but he that obſerves our 


Behaviour, that attends our ſpeech, or eyes our 
doings, could ſcarcely believe it. For ſome not- 


withſtanding all, diſpute the Being of a God, and 


by what they dayly do none can conclude other; 


but that they ſay in their Hearts there is noGod.and 
2 


ſurely this alone is enough to provoke a Tempeſt: 


Others though they own a God, yet his Name 


they pollute, his Sabbaths they prophane, his Com- 


mands they rudely violate, his Word they openly 
ridicule, and ſhall not God be avenged on. ſucha 


Nation 


Again, too many we have, that though they 
own a God, yet deny his only begotten Son, and 


the Holy Ghoſt; and others they own Jeſus Chriſt; 


and ; 
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and pretend to hope, (they lay,) for Salvation by 
him, yet no Jew or Turk could more contemn, 
and ſcornfully trample upon that Blood, and thoſe 
Wounds, by which they hope to be Saved, than 
theſe do in their Helliſh Curſing, Blaſpheming 
and Swearing, 

Morcover we may prove this a Judgment from 
our moſt unworthy requital of the Son of God, 
for what he hath done and ſuffered for us, his 
command was, that Pearls ſhould not be calt be- 
fore Swine, nor the Childrens Bread given to 
Dogs, but how well he is obſerv d, let the World 
judge; when the Holy Sacrament of his Supper 
(if requir'd) muſt be adminiſtred to ſuch as are nei. 
ther ſufficiently inſtructed in it, prepared for it, or 
make any Conſcience how they live after receiving 
it, and ſo we may ſay the open way to preferment 
among Proteſtants is to deſpiſe the Ordinances 
of Chriſt. 

By this it is plain, we are much advanc'd to- 
wards Rome, they are accus' d for reſting In opere 
Operato, and among us he is a Proteſtant who re- 
ceives, though ignorant what or wherefore. And 
is it not time, that Judgment fly after them who 
thus perſecute the Son of God ? the Winds are 
muſtred, to revenge upon us the Quarrel of their 
Creator and our Redeemer; thus Unrighteouſly 

do 
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do we Profeſſors deal with God, and ſhall not the 
Judge of all the Earth do himſelf right in pun'ſh. 
ing Us? 

I might have added, we have abuſed and not 
walked worthy of the ſignal and ſpecial Mercies 


we have received, and what more! Righteou: than 


Juſtice to Revenge abuſed Mercies ? God hath 
ſpoken to us frequently in the ſoft and pleaſing 
Voice of Mercy, wooing us to return, he hath 

ſtretched forth his Arms ready to receive us upon 
our returning, his ſweet charms have met with 


Adders Ears, ſtopt and bolted up; this mighty 


Wind is therefore lent to blow out thoſe ſtoppers, 
and put aſide thoſe Bolts, and ſeeing we have re- 
fuſed his beckning Hand and inviting Arms, how 
juſt is it that his Hand ſhould be lifted up againſt 
us? and the Arm of his Power in Furious Winds 
put forth it ſelf to our Deſtruction ? 
We have been incorrigible under his judg 

ments, which is a Sin chat calls up the height of 


Juſtice, and provokes God to the uttermoſt; © this is 


a Sin which fills up the meaſure, and the g guilt / 
hereof are undoubtedly nigh unto perdition, for 
where Gods Judgments prepare not Mens hea rts 
for Repentance, the Beſom of Deſtruction is called 
for, and Additional Judgments ſhall bring ſuch 


to an utter overthrow : this being our fin, why 
ſhould 


| 
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hould we be averſe to own, that this is God's 
Judgment ? 

| might inſtance in our Pride, which has taught 
ſome to disfigure their Faces, and many to lift up 
their Heads on high, and what is more proper to 
blow the Black from the Face, or to pull down 
the high towering Heads, than what we ſee levels 
Towers of Stone? Though Hypocriſie and Diſ- 
ſimulation are no Natives, yet they have met with, 
too kind reception among us; Truth and ſince- 
rity, Honour and Honeſty, were once the juſt 
Character of the Engliſh : but ſince our unhappy 


Familiarity with the French, we are become Ar. 


tiſts in the contrary Vices, and none are more ex- 
pert than our ſelves, at flattering and diſſembling 
with Men; and as long as we are any ways in- 
fluenc'd by their Counſels we ſhall do the ſame 
with God. 
I might ſpeak of our Hy pocriſie, which indee 
is very great; common Diſcourſe is the Church, 
the Church, as if the Church of God were the 
only thing of value, and yet how many whoſe 
Feet ſeem to ſtand in Sion, have their Hearts at 
Jericho? 1 do confeſs, and muſt unfeignedly ac- 
knowledge, that the Church of England is to all 


that truly know her, ſo lovely, and fo beautiful, 


that they cannot but Pray and Endeavour by all 
honeſt 
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honeſt means that She may be had in reverence, 
by all that are round about her, yet I will not 
believe that every one that Offers his Hand to the 
Work is a Nehemiab, or that all who cry out the 
Church, the Church, mean the Church of Eng- 
land, but ſtill fear ſome look another way than 
what they Row, and have another Church in their 
Eye than that they ſpeak of, for how can we 
believe that they conlelly endeavour the Good 
of our Church, whoſe propoſals for that End, are 
applauded, and Bleſſed, by the bittereſt and molt 
profeſſed Enemies of the Church: I mean tank Pa- 
piſts and Jacobites: It muſt be a wonderful Project 
that can Unite Proteſtants and yet be grateful to ſuch 
as induſtriouſly ſeek their Diviſion. Hr 
Our Zealots now out-do the Servants of the 
Husbandman, | for many Mouths are open a- 
gainſt the Tares, that are in our Lord's field, 
and at all adventures they muſt be pluckt up, 
though without Commiſſion, before the Time, 


and to the hazarding the Wheat, but I can 


never think ſuch Servants will heat it ſaid to 
them, well done Good and Faithful Servants, 


who ſo far play the Hypocrites, that they will 


deſtroy even good Wheat, ſuch as is of the 
Maſters ſowing, and may be fit for his Barn, becauſe 
it is found a little ſhorter than the other : but yer 
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inthe mean T ime, overlook the real Tares. Athe- 
iſm, open Prophaneſs and Debauchery of all ſorts, 
Judaiſm and Popery, &c, all which muſt be 
allowed to be Tares, ſeeing they are of the Ene- 
mies ſowing. 

have read in the6th of Daniel, that ſome envying 
theFavour which Daniel had w ith Darius, and private- 
ly hating his Religion, becauſe they themſelves were 
devoted to Idolatry, petition d the King to fign 
ſuch a Decree that no Prayer might be made to 
any, ſaving to himſelf, by the ſpace of Thirty 
Days; this Addreſs ſavour'd of great Loyalty and 
Honour to the King, and it might ſeem ſome- 
what excuſable in Idolaters, to curtail their gods of 
wood and ſtone in extending their Kings Preroga- 
tive ʒthe Ambition of the King's heart it is poſſible 
together with his Courtiers importunity expedited 
the Grant, but not long after I find Darius la- 
bouring under great grief, inſomuch as he refuſed 


his Meat and his Muſick, his Mirth and his Sleep, | 
for he had found out the Bottom of the Deſign, | 


that it was not ſo much to pleaſe King Darius, 


as to deſtroy innocent Daniel, a good and faith- | 
ful Servant to the King; Princes had need be | 
careful that what is propos d as ſeemingly Good | , 
and Honourable, prove not in the end deftructive | 


to themſelves and their Subjects. 
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In ſhort, we are grown ſo Hypocritical to God 
and Man, fo hollow, ſo light, and like chaff, that 
no wonder God hath ſent his Wind to drive us 
away from the Face of the Earth. 
Time will not allow to ſhow how unjuſt and 
unrighteous we are to our Neighbour and our 
Sel ves: in our Oppreſſion, Covetouſneſs, Deceir 
and Uncharitableneſs, in Prodigality, in Whore- 
dom, Drunkenneſs, and Selfiſhneſs, and the like; but 
though I have not time, yet none need be in the 
Dark as to this matter, if they will but inquire 
of their Conſciences, or elſe of Common Fame; 
ve read Exod. 10. 19. God ſent a mighty ſtrang 
Weſt Wind which carryed away the Locuſts aut 
; of Egypt, the Wind God lately ſent among us, was 
from the ſame Corner, and I believe as ſtrong, we 
only want that it may blow away from us, wor- 
| {er Locuſts our Sins. 3 
Ll.a⸗aaſtly, perceiving the Infidelity of the Time, 1 
will take notice of God's — with Gideon, 
> | Judg. 6. 37, 39. Gideon was fearful that he was 
> | not the Perſon by whom God intended to deliver 
" | Tſrael; and though God was pleaſed to ſatisfie his 
' doubting Mind, by condeſcending to his requeſt, 
and wetting the Fleece which he had laid on the 
Floor, reſerving all elſe dry: yet unbelief hung 
about him ſtill, inſomuch that he feared this 
N E's | might 
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might proceed from ſome Chance, and therefore 
requeſted that the Fleece the next time might be 
dry, and all other parts wet, which was done 


and he fully perſwaded. Such as are not willing 


to own the letting looſe ſuch a mighty Wind to 
be a Judgment, I hope will conſider the detain. 
ing the Wind, deſired and wanted ſo long, is 
one, Now if either the one, or the other, can 
obtain with us and lead us to learn Righteouſ- 
neſs it will be well. E att 1 dans! 

I proceed; ſeeing from theſe Circumſtances 
it was a Judgment, it is a proper ſeaſon for us to 
learn Righteouſneſs, what more proper than to 
turn to the Lord our God, whom we have fo 


grievouſly offended, with broken and ſorrowful 


Hearts and fixed Reſolutions of Amendment, 
acknowledging our Sins to be the meritorious 
cauſe of all our Sufferings, and praiſing that 


Mercy which was ſo eminently viſible in the 


midſt of his Judgment ? 


Oh that God by his Grace would teach us ſo 
much Righteouſneſs, that we might mourn and | 


lament in the bitterneſs of our Souls, our Natio- 


nal, and our Particular Sins, and ſacrifice them 


all this day before the Lord! then ſhould not 


our Iniquities be our ruin, true penitential Tears 
would flack the Fire of his Wrath, the reaſona- 
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move the Bowels of his Mercy, a ſtedfaſt Faith 
and punctual Obedience being annexed to our 
Humiliation this Day, the great Interceſſour (our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt) would undoubtedly plead our 


Cauſe with his Father, and diſarm him of all 


his Thunder, and God would convert his Wrath 
into a Blefſing, and comfort us according to the 


Time wherein we have ſuffered Adverſity, and 


therefore I proceed next to ſhow, | 
Hou proper and ſeaſonable the Time of God's 
Judgment is for Man's Converſion and Retor- 
Matlon. 18 

1. This time is ſo proper for this work that 
God loołs for and expects this work at ſuch times. 
When once Wrath is gone forth from che Lord 
then all wiſe perſons run quickly and offer up 
before him the Incenſe of their Prayers and Tears, 
confeſſing their Sins and adoring his Juſtice, 
praying for his Pity and ſheu ing no Mercy to 
theirlniquities, beſeeching him to withdraw his An- 
ger and covenanting to put away their Evil: doings. 
God delighteth not himſelf with afflicting the 
Children of Men; our Tears and Groans make 


no Muſick in his Ears, unleſs they proceed from 
che Compunction of our Hearts for our Diſobedi- 
ence againſt him, but if when we have provoked 


his L 
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ble Service. of a general Reformation would 
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his Indignation to our Puniſhment we perſiſt to 
do Evil, we thereby treaſure up greater Wrath to 
our ſelves, and make that a conſuming which 
was intended for a refining Fire; this we are 
taught by holy David, that according as Man feareth 
ſo is God's Diſpleaſure, 

How heavily does God complain, when he 
had ſhown his Judgments and Men expreſſed no 
Repentance, Jer. 2. 30. In vain have 1 ſmitten 
them fince they received no Correction thereby); again, 
the ſame People are taxed for a fooliſh Nation 
becauſe under Judgments they learned not Righ- 
teouſneſs, Fer. 7. 28. This is a Nation that obeyed 
not the Voice of the Lord nor received Correction. 

2. The Judgments of God are a Warning to 
the World, and therefore moſt proper for the 
Inhabitants of the World to learn Righteouſneſs 
at ſuch a time. 

They are Meſſengers ſent to us from God, 
and it would be an Aﬀrornt to him that ſends, 
not to regard and attend the Meſlage which he 
ſends; they have Tongues, and if we are not ver 
dull of Underſtanding they will inſtruct us in the 
Leſſon God would have us learn; and thus we 
find, Micah 6. 9. Hear ye the Rod; when ſhall 
we learn, if not when God becomes our 


Teacher? 


The 
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The late dreadful Storm ſpeaks in the words 

of Rabſheketh, Ja. 36.10, Am I come out a- 

| gainſt your City, your Navy, your Houſes, 

your Temples, without the Lord? The Lord ſaid. 

unto me, go againſt this Land to deſtroy it: Suffer then 
this terribleWind to turn you humbly to the Lord, 
leaſt he proceed to make a fearful end of you, 

. The hopes of finding Eaſe under, or Re- 

| leaf from Judgments, are grounded upon our 

learning Righteouſneſs, our ceaſing to do evil 

and learning to do well, 

Confeſſion and Converſion pull out the Sting - 
and mitigate the Burden of God's Wrath ; how 
diſmal is it to be outwardly laſh d, and inwardly. 
gall'd, at the ſame time? But through Repen- 
tance and Faith in the Blood of Chriſt the Guile 
and Stain of our Sin being cleanſed and done a- 
way, our Puniſhment, what e're it be, will ap- 
pear light and eaſie. DEE 

Hoſea 6. 1. Come and let us return unto the 
Lord, for he hath torn and he will heal us, he hath 
mitten and he will bind us up. 
To Conclude, That this neceſſary advice may 
meet with a kind reception, I would intreat you to 
reflect, | | 
| 1, What were your Thoughts and Determi- 
nations during the late Dreadful Storm? were 


they 
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they in Favour of Sin, or Righteouſneſs? And 
* now the Wind. is fallen, will you fall to your for. 
mer perverſeneſs * This is an ill requital for God's 
Mercy, your deſires were (at that time of Fear 
and Aſtoniſhment) for Salvation; and is it not 
juſt your Endeavours ſhould ſtill be the ſame? 

2. Did you not obſerve how eaſiy it was with 
God to puniſh Sinners, when by a Breath of Wind 
he can take Vengeance on us? Remember God 
hath more Winds in his Treaſurf y. 

3. Conſider how deeply you are indebted to 
that God, who forbore you when he viſited others; 

who was Merciful to you, when he Executed his 
Wrath upon others; let us, conceive; ho; de- 
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3 ſert in our ſelves, but admire the Greatneſs of his 
A Love and Tenderneſs to us, and Learn that 
Righteouſneſs which become us: Which God 


that God may turn from his fierce Wrath and F 
have Mercy on us, for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, & 
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grant every Inhabitant of theſe, Nations may do, | 
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